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within the framework of a system based upon the inviolable
alliance of workers and peasants. And only within such a system
can the aspirations of the October Revolution come to fruition.
"Why was it that capitalism smashed and defeated feudalism?"
asks Stalin at a Conference of Stakhanovites. " Because it created
higher standards of labour productivity, which enabled society to
procure an incomparably greater quantity of products than was
the case under the feudal system. Because it made society richer.
Why is it that socialism can, should, and certainly will defeat the
capitalist system of economy? Because it can furnish superior
models of labour, a higher productivity of labour, than the
capitalist system of economy. Because it can give society more
products and can make society richer than the capitalist system
of economy can."
In the chapter entitled The Road to Fulfilment I have quoted a
few authoritative remarks about the achievements of the Union
of Soviet Socialist Republics which, to a receptive mind free
from preconceived ideas and prejudiced views, cannot but evoke
unstinted praise. After the October Revolution, the Russian
people engaged themselves in discovering and conquering the
country in which they live. Of course, Russia, like my own
country (India), is too vast for accurate generalities. The task of
converting Russia from a purely agricultural into an industrial
country was not easy. Perhaps the single factor which contributed
much to its phenomenal success was the willingness of the people
to make voluntary sacrifices enabling the Government to build up
factories, tractor plants, power stations, etc. One of the greatest
engineering undertakings of the modern world is the construction
of the Dnieper Dam.
Imbued with the idea of creating a new Russia, the Soviets
accomplished the miracle of transforming deserts into orchards,
developed the Arctic territory, raised the social status of the
workers and peasants, built schools and universities, and safe-
guarded their country against invasion by the formation of the
Workers' and Peasants' Red Army. The Army stands to-day as a
formidable fighting force.
The Anglo-Soviet Alliance has revived the question of religion
in the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, although it is known that
its constitution has made adequate provision for religious freedom.
To the vast majority of the peoples of the West, Soviet Russia